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Where the Red Fern Grows
By: Wilson Rawls 

1961 Family Adventure Novel 

Other works by Rawls:
· Summer of the Monkeys 

About the Author:
Wilson Rawls was born in 1913, in Scraper, Oklahoma in the Oklahoma Ozarks.  There were no public schools in Scraper so he was home schooled on the family farm. He had little interest in reading until his mother brought home a cheap worn copy of Call of the Wild, by Jack London. He read that book over and over when he was ten years old. In that year he became a ravenous reader, and soon had dreams of writing his own books. 1928, his family moved to Elkview, WV. He then attended high school in Muskogee, until he was forced to drop out when the Great Depression came.  Afterwards, Wilson moved from place to place working as an itinerant handyman and carpenter on the Alcan Highway in Alaska as well as in Canada and South America. In 1975 he moved to Cornell, Wisconsin where he died in December 1984. 
Summary of the Book:

In the opening scene of the novel, the main character, Billy Coleman, a grown man, is leaving work for home for the day. On his way home, he witnesses a dogfight. All the town dogs are attacking a Redbone Coonhound, who is fighting back fearlessly. He steps in, scaring away the attackers, and coaxes the hound out. He sees that the hound is starving and dirty, and takes him home to feed and wash him. The dog leaves for his destination the next day and Billy knows better than to stop him. The event reminds him of the two coonhounds he owned as a child and the rest of the story continues as a flashback of his childhood. A thrilling story of a boy, his two pets, sorrow, life, and love. 
