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Ellen Hopkins grew up in Palm Springs, CA. She studied journalism in college, but left school to marry, raise kids, and start her own business, which was a video store. She divorced her first husband and remarried and moved to Tahoe to try to achieve their dreams. At that time she was working for a small alternative press, writing stories and eventually editing. When they moved down to the Reno area she started writing non-fiction books. She become famous for her novel CRANK. She now writes YA novels which explore the difficulties young teens face on a day-to-day basis.

The fictional novel, Crank, reads like a Go Ask Alice for the twenty-first century. Kristina Snow is the perfect daughter: gifted high-school junior, quiet, and never in trouble. But, on a trip to visit her truant father, Kristina disappears and Bree takes place. Bree is the polar opposite of Kristina—she is fearless. Through a boy, Bree meets ‘the monster’, or Crank. What begins as a wild, ecstatic ride, turns to hell. 

Ellen Hopkins’ other works:

· Glass

· Impulse

· Burned
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