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About the Author

Melvin Burgess was born on April 25, 1954 in Twickenham, Surrey, to his parents Christopher and Helen Burgess. He didn’t enjoy school very much and often did not do well in his classes. However, he did enjoy writing and reading. When he was a teenager he enjoyed fantasy novels and his favorites were Mervyn Peake's Gormenghast novels. Other writers who influenced Burgess as a writer are George Orwell and Bertolt Brecht. Though he had some encouragement to write when he was a teenager, Burgess did not think to write seriously until he was twenty when he started writing fantasy novels and experimenting with different types of genres. Later, as he thought more carefully about plot, his books improved dramatically. 
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GENRE
Realistic Fiction
Summary

Smack is a fairly realistic view of the life on the streets in Bristol in the 1980s through the eyes of two teenage runaways, Gemma and Tar. During the course of the four years the novel records, Gemma and Tar get involved with drug addicts and take part in prostitution, petty thievery, and burglary.  Is there any chance that they’ll survive?
