[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]


Jack London was born on January 12, 1876 to Flora Wellman, she was very ill at the time, leaving an ex-slave, Virginia Prentiss, to raise Jack through infancy.  Some people believe he is the illegitimate son of William Chaney, an astrologer and journalist, who deserted Jack’s mother before he was born.  Later in 1876 Flora married John London, a Civil War Veteran.   Jack became very involved in cross-country traveling, he became known as the “Boy Socialist of Oakland,” he ran for mayor of Oakland several times, but was never successful.  He married his math tutor, Bess Maddern, in 1900.  They were married for three years; when they separated he married his secretary at the time, Charmian Kittredge.  They had one child together, Joy, who only lived for thirty-eight hours.  During Jack’s life, he was not only a successful writer, but also a sailor, rancher and a gold-prospector.  Jack died November 22, 1916; his death certificate states he died of uremic poisoning.  There is one rumor saying it was suicide, but this could be mainly based on his fictional stories.  

(Action)

The story is centered on a Saint Bernard/Scotch Shepherd named Buck; he has the appearance of a rather large wolf.  He starts off as the pet of Judge Miller in Northern California, but soon his gardener’s assistant, Manuel, takes the dog and sells him to a trainer of sled dogs.  Buck soon learned that his new life wouldn’t be as comfortable as his old one; he would have to learn to work together with other dogs, steal food, and struggle with other dogs for the lead spot in the sled team.  He is tossed around between different owners many times before ending up with John Thornton, a kind and loving person.  Thornton was killed by “Yeehat” Native Americans; Buck then goes into a wild rage and becomes the alpha male of a wolf pack.  
Other Works by Jack London

· White Fang

· The Sea-Wolf
· Martin Eden

· Martin Eden

· The Game

· A Daughter of the Snows
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