Freedom Writers

By: Erin Gruwell and her students 
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(“The Freedom Writers”)

About the Author


Erin Gruwell graduated in Bonita high school in 1987 and continued her education at the University of California, Irvine. She received the Lauds and Laurels Distinguished Alumni award and went on to California State University, Long Beach to get her masters degree. She then began her first job in room number 203, where the amazing story happened. 
Book Summary:

Erin Gruwell herself starts teaching in room number 203.  The students she teaches weren’t just ordinary students. These students were all different ethnicities. However, in the beginning, they all looked at each other as being different. They blame each other with all there own issues because of their races. The students are considered the “unteachable” because no one else was ever successful with teaching students that were in room 203. In the past the kids that were taught in this room would end up dropping out and never graduating, until Mrs. Gruwell came along. When she began she was really unsure of where to start with these students. She was confident about getting them to listen to her. The first day of school, a picture was passed around of an African-American drawing of one of the students. The drawing was him with huge lips making fun of him because of his race. The note was passed around until finally Mrs. Gruwell sees the note. She became angry with the students about this issue. She went on to explain that this is why the Holocaust started. No one knew what the Holocaust was so she stated teaching them with their attention growing quickly and learning skills increasing. They began to write journals just like Anne Frank did. Will these teens end up making it in the real world?
Movie: This book was later made into a movie in 2007.
